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income at the disposal of the Government, as was
done by the English ; or until it sends forth a
twentieth part of its population to the field of battle,
as was done by France. . . .
We have seen that the Federal Constitution
intrusts the permanent direction of the external
interests of the nation to the President and the
Senate, which tends.in some degree to detach the
general foreign policy of the Union from the control
of the people. It cannot therefore be asserted with
truth that the external affairs of State are conducted
by the democracy.
The policy of America owes its rise to Washington,
and after him to Jefferson, who established those
principles which it observes at the present day. . . .
Washington , .  . succeeded   in   maintaining   his
country in a state of peace while all the other nations
ef the globe were at war ;   and he laid it down as
t a fundamental doctrine, that the true interest of the
' Americans   consisted   in   a   perfect   neutrality  with
regard to the internal dissensions of the European
Powers.
Jefferson went still further, and introduced a maxim
into the policy of the Union which affirms that c the
Americans ought never to solicit any privileges from
foreign nations, in order not to be obliged to grant
similar privileges themselves.'
These two principles, which were so plain and so
just as to be adapted to the capacity of the populace,
have greatly simplified the foreign policy of the United
States. As the Union takes no part in the affairs of
Europe, it has, properly speaking, no foreign interests
to discuss, since it has at present no powerful neigh-
bours on the American continent. The country is as
much removed from the passions of the Old World by
its position as by the line of policy which it has